[Drug ototoxicity. Medicolegal aspects].
Drug ototoxicity is a preoccupying iatrogenic complication. Experimental studies over recent years, in particular a pharmacokinetic study of the elimination of aminoglycosides, have enabled the authors to define rules of prescription for parenteral aminoglycosides designed to reduce to a minimum the risk associated with their use. New aminoglycosides such as Netromycin appear to be associated with reduced toxicity. The medico-legal consequences of this complication are still rare, although more precise rules of prescription tend to make the experts more rigorous. The experimental evidence of cochleovestibular toxicity of aminoglycosides applied locally in the presence of a perforated tympanum leaves no room for doubt. The principal factor seems to be the duration of treatment. The prescription of a local aminoglycoside in the presence of a perforated tympanum would only appear to be justified from a legal point of view when absolutely indicated by antibiotic sensitivity tests.